


In the fall 0of 2016, the respondent opened a new IOLTA account to replace his
two other IOLTA accounts, and attended a trust account training program
recommended by bar counsel. Since that time, he has been maintaining appropriate
trust account records. The respondent also entered into an hourly fee agreement with
his paralegal, and changed the name of his law firm.

The respondent’s failure to reconcile his IOLTA account and maintain
required records for the account violated Mass. R. Prof. C. 1.15(f)(1)(B)-(E). By
depositing earned fees and other personal funds to an IOLTA account, the respondent
violated Mass. R. Prof. C. 1.15(b)(2). By making cash withdrawals from an IOLTA
account, the respondent violated Mass. R. Prof. C. 1.15(e)(4), as in effect on and after
July 15, 2015. By sharing legal fees with a nonlawyer, the respondent violated Mass.
R. Prof. C. 5.4(a). By using a law firm name that falsely implied that the respondent
practiced in a partnership or other organization of lawyers, the respondent violated
Mass. R. Prof. C. 7.1, and 7.5(a) and (d).

In aggravation, the respondent was on notice of his record-keeping obligations
from a prior complaint.

The matter came before the Board of Bar Overseers on a stipulation of facts
and a joint recommendation for discipline. The Board of Bar Overseers accepted the
parties’ recommendation and imposed a public reprimand on March 13, 2017.





